a fine sense of what the general practitioner or student will want to find in each section.
The cardio-vascular diseases of children are particularly well and originally presented; this section includes much of the new surgical work on congenital heart diseases, which is clearly set out with good diagrams. The chapter on the common fevers of childhood, illustrated by colour photographs, deserves a specially favourable mention. On the other hand the infant feeding section is rather weak, and does not seem quite up to the high standard of the rest of the work.
At the end of the book there is a good dosage table but it is a pity from the point of view of the British reader that many of the doses are related to Kg. body weight. There must be very few of us who think of a child's weight in anything other than pounds, however remiss this may be. It is surprising that a few of the newer, but accepted, forms of therapy are not included, but perhaps these omissions will be made good in subsequent editions. For instance, there is no mention of the use of the expendable polythene mask for the administration of oxygen nor of intra-gastric oxygen in the emergency treatment of asphyxia neonatorium.
Notwithstanding these minor criticisms, this is an excellent handbook which can be recommended to general practitioners who want to keep their knowledge of children's diseases up to date without spending too long a time over it.
Emergencies in General Practice. Specially commissioned articles from the British Medical Journal. Lond: British Medical Association, 1957. Pp. x and 470. Price 25s. This volume brings together in book form a selection of articles which appeared under the same title in the British Medical Journal in 1955-56. There are 57 articles by as many authors, and they have been revised and brought up to date where necessary. A wide range of subjects is covered including almost all medical and obstetric emergencies. Fractures and dislocations are not included, but there are good accounts of bums and acute abdominal conditions.
The contents are grouped under ten major headings for ease of reference, e.g.: Cardio-Respiratory Crises (seven articles), Anaesthesia and Hazards of Therapy (four articles), Poisoning (six articles) and so forth. Wasteful overlap between articles on related subjects is, in most cases, avoided by cross-reference.
The style naturally varies with authorship but is, in general, clear and concise. While adequate explanation is usually given of the principles underlying a particular treatment, the reader is not overwhelmed by controversial minutiae. The advice on treatment is often dogmatic but this, in the circumstances, may be regarded as an asset.
With the all-round high standard of authorship it is difficult to single out particular contributions but "Agricultural Pesticides" by E. F. Edson contains much material not yet generally available and " Respiratory Paralysis " by W. Ritchie Russell gives a detailed and most useful account of the first-aid management, and transport of cases of bulbar poliomyelitis-a matter of vital importance.
The general layout and printing are attractive and there is an adequate index. It is reasonably priced and should be a valuable addition to any general practitioner's library.
Die Gezielte Diagnostik in der Praxis. Grundlayen and Krankheitshaufigkeit. DR ROBERT N. BRAUN. Foreword by Univ. Prof. Dr Hans Schulten. Stuttgart 1957. pp. 196. Price DM 18.80 .
The knowledge of the frequency of diseases among the population is of utmost importance to almost everybody who is connected with medicine. The source for this knowledge can only be general practice. Very little was done in this field until about twenty years ago, since when an ever increasing number of practitioners have begun to survey statistically their practices. Braun's Statistical Diagnostic is the latest publication in this line of research.
In the first part of the book he postulates a number of points as conditions for validity and comparison of morbidity statistics. The greatest difficulty is a uniform classification by diagnoses: he sets out a system of his own to overcome this obstacle. In the second part, he discusses critically the existing literature. The third and main part contains the statistical analysis of the material of his general practice during five years among an industrial population, four years among a country population and during two years among the better classes of a town.
All " Reasons for consultation ", are classified according to his diagnostic system under 194 main headings (diagnostic groups) and under 312 sub-headings. Each year of his practice is shown separately in absolute figures and as per thousand.
The survey shows that a comparatively small number of diagnostic groups makes up the greatest part of a general practice, and that these same groups are remarkably constant in frequency in different sections of a population and, by comparison with other surveys, also within wide geographical boundaries (West Europe and U.K.).
